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Living the Good News
PROPER 6 – A

Today’s readings celebrate the mighty, saving works of God. 
The gospel story about the ministry of the Twelve sum-
marizes Jesus’ ministry as teaching, preaching and healing. 
The people are “like sheep without a shepherd,” a traditional 
description of the people of Israel when their leadership has 
failed. He tells the disciples to ask God “to send out laborers”; 
the harvest represents the last judgment, already underway in 
Jesus’ ministry.

Jesus gives the Twelve his preaching and healing authority. 
Like Jesus during his earthly ministry, they are at this time to 
go only to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel”; the excep-
tions foreshadow the mission to the Gentiles validated by 
Jesus’ resurrection and enthronement. The disciples show 
Jesus to the people, for their message and ministry is that of 
Jesus himself.

The greeting of “peace,” shalom, is a dynamic word sent out 
by the speaker that, if it finds no effect in the hearer, returns 
to the speaker. If there is no response, the disciples are to dis-
associate themselves from that town by the prophetic action 
of shaking off its dust. Using the form of the commission of a 
prophet, Matthew has outlined the authoritative mandate and 
the mission of the disciples. 

On an old exercise 
tape, singer/actor Cher 
cracks a series of increas-
ingly lame jokes, until 
her instructor—with 
mock exasperation—
says, “You think 
you’re special, don’t you.” 
Just like an indulged child, Cher beams and says, “Yes, 
I do! My mother told me I was!”

This wholehearted love, this sense of being cherished and 
chosen, is the best gift that parents have to give or withhold. 
Freud once wrote that those people had security for life who 
knew that they were their mothers’ darlings.

Cherished and chosen, like Israel gathered at Mount 
Sinai. Against all odds, surely against the people’s own expec-
tations, they had escaped the powerful armies of oppressor 
Egypt. And here, at the foot of the holy mountain, this ragged 
group of former slaves hears unbelievable words from God. 

“You are my cherished, my chosen, my very own.” But 
unbidden comes the question: chosen for what? As we turn 
to the gospel, we see Jesus choose his friends and send them 
out, two by two. They are chosen to share his ministry, his 
compassion and his sacrifice. No longer can they live for 
themselves. They are chosen, finally, for the cross. God 
chooses us. God calls us friends. And so our adventure 
begins.

Matthew 9:35–10:23

* Recall and celebrate the 
tasks you did for God 
this week, without even 
realizing it.

* Who does Jesus’ work 
in your family? your 
school? your work-
place?
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❶  We come to an awareness of God’s 

presence in our family.

“Dear God, who is present with our 

family now, and at all times and in 

all ways,…”

Continue with: 

❷  We express our gratitude for to-

day’s gifts from God.

“Today I give thanks for…” or,  

“Today, I am grateful for…”

Pause again for another moment of  

centering silence and quiet reflection. 

❸   We come to an awareness of God’s 

presence in our own experience.

Silently contemplate the question:  

“When have I acted from love?” 

Silently contemplate the question:  

“When have I acted from fear?”

Based on your contemplation, create 

your intention to move forward as an 

expression of God’s Love.

❹  We plan and move forward with 

God.

“God, help me to manifest your 

presence today by…”

Begin with a moment of centering silence and quiet reflection, 

setting aside the concerns and agenda of the day.

Jesus, I listen for your call  
and stand ready to obey...

Your child is learning to know Jesus as the one who calls him or her to share in the life of God’s people. God’s people share God’s food in the Eucharist and God’s work in all their vocations and ministries.
Sharing work at home may seem less exciting, but it is an important way for parents to communicate to children the value of cooperation and service. You will probably find that your child talks more freely to you as you work side by side than at any other time, especially as he or she grows into adolescence.

Look for ways to include your child in these tasks:• cooking a family meal
• planning a family celebration
• buying the family’s food
• helping with the laundry

●● In today’s gospel (Matthew 9:35–10:23), Jesus sends out his 
disciples to minister to the sick, restore the outcasts, raise the 
dead and tell the good news to the poor. Who in our community 
shares in Jesus’ work of healing? of inclusion? of resurrection? of 
proclamation? Pray that God may move our hearts to share more 
fully in Jesus’ work among us.

●● In today’s epistle (Romans 5:1-8), Paul proclaims that we are rec-
onciled to God through the gift of Jesus Christ. To whom are we 
called to extend this gift? What relationships cry out for reconcili-
ation in our families, our communities and our nation? Pray that 
we might see Jesus Christ himself as the bond between us and 
those from whom we are estranged.


