
“Who is he?” friends and neigh-
bors asked as they looked at 
the baby in Elizabeth’s lap.

“He is John,” said his mother, 
Elizabeth.

“John!” said the neighbors. 
“That can’t be right! No one in 
the family is named John!”

The neighbors turned to 
Zechariah, who had not been 
able to say a single word for 
months. “Zechariah, what is the 
baby’s real name?”

Zechariah made signs with his 
hands. “He wants something 
with which to write,” said one 
neighbor.

Elizabeth brought a slate. 
Zechariah wrote on it, “His 
name is John.”

Then suddenly, Zechariah real-
ized he could speak. And sing! 
He sang, right then and there, 
to his newborn baby:

“You, my child, will be God’s 
prophet.
 
You will get the road ready for 
the Lord!”

The neighbors were amazed. 
“Who is this baby?” they  
whispered, one to another. 
“Who will he grow up to be?”

Primary

Living the Good News
3rd Sunday of Advent – B



John the Baptist told people to 
make a clear road for God. He wanted 

people to get rid of anything that got in the way of  
loving God or other people.

Talk this over with your family: 
• What gets in the way of people loving God?
• What gets in the way of people loving other people?
• How can we help each other love God?
• How can we help one another love other people?

✽	What does the word Advent mean to you?

✽		Advent means coming. In Advent, we remember that Jesus  
comes to us.

 — Jesus came to us long ago in Bethlehem, as a little baby.
 — Jesus comes to us each day when we invite him to be with us.
 — Jesus will come again to all God’s people at the end of time.

	
✽	During Advent, we get ready to celebrate Christmas, too.

✽	The special Advent color is purple. 

 —  On the calendar below, draw a purple circle around the  
days of Advent that are left.

 — Hint: Christmas Eve, December 24, is the last day of Advent.
 — How many days are left until we celebrate Christmas?

“Make a straight path for the Lord.” 
(John 1:23, Good News Translation)
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