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A Word f rom  t he Senior  Warden

Advent, the expectation of the coming of Christ, is one of the most 
anticipated, popular, festive and celebratory times of the church year. 
While we are not able to come together during this season, we will 
each observe it in our own way and find ways to connect and 
celebrate with each other.

During Advent we can overlook the importance of preparing for the 
Second Coming of Christ, sometimes called the Second Advent, and 
our strong belief that Jesus will return some 2,000 or so years after 
his ascension into heaven.

Are we ready for Him? The answer is YES. 

Are we prepared for Him? The answer is probably NO.

I call upon the support of every parishioner in Trinity, every Trinity visitor, and every 
Newcomer waiting for our doors to open to help us prepare for the Second Coming of Christ so 
we can be prepared and intentional upon our return to worshiping together hopefully by Easter 
2021.

Preparation manifests not only in your faithful financial support for what you pledged for 2020 
and for what you have pledged in 2021 but in participation with the preparations we are making

Looking forward, January 2021 will be a period of preparation, and we need your help. 

We ask your participation in two events in January 2021 that will shape the future of Trinity.

First, the Vestry will call our Annual General Meeting one Sunday in January. We are working 
on the logistics to include everyone, whether that means a Zoom meeting, phone in, and/or a 
mail in ballot in support of the agenda. More details will follow.

(cont'd next page)



Second, we are planning a Parish wide coffee hour, after a Zoom Sunday Service in January. 
Joining us will be Catherine Massey, Canon for Transition and Pastoral Ministry with the 
Diocese. Catherine will talk about the preparation and process of calling a new rector in 2021.

Your Vestry are in the final stages of praying and discerning about the approach we will take and 
the level of engagement we can financially support for a new rector. Your participation, on Zoom, 
by phone, and by online and mail-in survey about your hopes and dreams will shape the position 
description we will submit to the Diocese.

We can see the light at the end of the tunnel in 2021 with multiple vaccines on the horizon to 
bring this pandemic under control and bring us back to some normality.  We continue to prepare 
so we can all worship together again, and we can look forward to continuing our spiritual growth 
and opening our doors to those who seek to worship with us.

As we make these preparations and in anticipation of new hope, you are faithfully invited to join 
us .

In Peace

Martin Steel

Senior Warden

Senior  Warden (cont 'd)

Congrat ulat ions Bil l  & Cissie !

On November 27th, Bill and Cissie 
Jenkins celebrated their 73rd wedding 
anniversary.

The Jenkins were married at Calvary 
Episcopal Church, Columbia, MO in 
1947.



Join me in this prayer attributed to St. Brendan:

Help us to journey beyond the familiar and into the unknown. 

Give us faith to leave old ways and break fresh ground with You. 

Christ of the mysteries, we trust You to be stronger than each storm within 
us. We will trust in the darkness and know that our times, even now, are in 
Your hand. 

Tune our spirit to the music of heaven, and make our freedom count for You. 

Amen. 

- St. Brendan of Clonfert, patron saint of Kerry, Ireland, from Prayers: New Zealand Prayer Book & 
Iona Abbey Worship Book.

The Wednesday Noon Bible Study Class has completed its study of the Women of the New 
Testament of the Bible from the Women of Faith Study Bible. Advent will see us venturing off 
into John of Patmos? Revelation, the last and probably the most controversial book of the Bible. 

As we welcome back those Bible scholars who have been working diligently at the Polls and 
sharing and caring for visiting family members, we?ll begin with a meditation from The Bucket 
Planner by Ruth D. Anderson and Rev. Greg Farrand of the Second Breath Center in Greensboro, 
NC setting the tone for our deliberations on this mystical journey.

Then, we?ll delve into the identity of John of Patmos and wade through his multi-layered dream. 
Our eyes will always be on what does this battle laden dreamscape mean to us today? Is the dream 
and its prophecy or is the Christ the focus of the end cap for the book?

A second issue we will investigate is whether this book is apocalyptic history or prophecy. Are we 
Left Behind or is this a vision of the future? Is this a vision of the past with significant 
consequences for the present we live in? We will try to do this as we explain some of the famous 
images like the four horseman, the anti-Christ, and the Beast. 

We?ll also look at why a book this scary made its way into the canon of the Bible and examine the 
misreading of the end of the book. As we look at all facets, we?ll be examining the portrait of God 
and the adventure of the second coming. 

References for this section of our study include Discovering Revelation by Shari Leader and The Book 
of Revelation made Clear by Douglas Connelly as well as Rev. Richard Rohr?s and John Dominic 
Crossan?s studies in Revelation. 

The second half of the class is always a theological review of the next Sunday?s Gospel and any 
questions about the previous Sunday?s sermon.  As always, everyone who is available at noon on 
Wednesdays is welcome to join our group of seekers to answers and interpretations of the Bible. 
See you there!

Deacon Bob, TSSF

Bible St udy Group Turns t o Revelat ion



Betty and Gordon celebrated their 68th wedding anniversary on November 
29th. In the 1970s, Betty and Gordon--through their church in 
Greensboro--helped four brothers who escaped from Vietnam.  Below is a 
picture of the brothers reconnecting with Gordon and Betty.

Congrat ulat ions Bet t y & Gordon

Bible St udy Det ails
The Wednesday Noon Bible  Class meets at noon on Wednesdays. The current plan is to 
continue meeting throughout Advent.

Keep in mind that we are doing this with a background of COVID-19.  Bring your chair, your 
mask, and your Bible. Wash or hand sanitize your hands at home and come to the church lot. 

We?ve been blessed with beautiful weather so far. If the good weather continues, we will meet 
outside around the picnic table in the back of the church. If the weather follows the normal 
pattern for a late North Carolina fall and winter, we?ll come in through the back door and meet 
inside as we spread out safely. Everyone will sign in and sit in a unique circle, staying 6 feet apart 
from anyone not from your own household. Everyone must wear a mask covering their nose and 
mouth. 

If you have any questions, call Deacon Bob at 919-285-2338.



Decem ber  Bir t hdays

12/1    Doug Mistler

12/3    Susan Keedy

12/5    Kate Reichert

12/8    Marianna Heim

12/16  Bill & Cissie Jenkins

12/17  Sharon Garrison

12/19  Alexander Lamont

12/21  Miranda Lamont

12/28  Denise Aslett

Happy Bir t hday t o all!

If  we m issed your  bir t hday or  have t he w rong dat e, 
please em ail srwarden@t r in it yfuquay.org

SACRED SPACE

We hope you can take advantage of being at church on our "Sacred Space"  page. This video of the 
space plays automatically when the page opens. To listen to our organist, Daniel Ponder, please 
click the play button and adjust your volume accordingly. There may be a slight delay on the music 
starting depending on your internet speed.

Updat ed Direct ory
To access the directory on the website, you must be a site member. Look for the 
"Log In" at the top right of the website, click and follow instructions to sign up. 
Please not e, access is rest r ict ed t o known church m em bers.

http://www.trinityfuquay.org/sacred-space
http://www.trinityfuquay.org/sacred-space


The following item contains reporting from Rick Rodgers and AnneMargaret Braham.
What started out as a simple gathering to ?go over some ideas? by Rick and Nancy Rodgers, 
AnneMargaret Braham, and Karen Teague, turned into a multi-day project that made accessible a 
wonderous tree on Trinity?s property.  On Saturday, November 21, the group gathered to do some 
planning for a forest restoration project. Rick said that ?my expectation was to meet for an hour,? 
but, he still tossed some tools into his truck as props for discussing what could be done with hand 
tools and what would need heavier equipment.

As Rick reports, ?When we arrived, the four of us focused our admiration on that monster Deodar 
cedar deeply entwined in briars, brush and competing trees.? AnneMargaret explains, ?The big 
tree is a Deodar Cedar--Cedrus deodara--native to the Himalayan Mountains.  Like Cedars of 
Lebanon, it is one of four true cedars, none native to N. America.   Apparently someone offered 
several different species of trees years ago throughout southern Wake county: Deodars, China fir, 
& E. white pine.?

As the group looked at ways to ?open it up for its health and our enjoyment.  The planning shifted 
to inspiration, the limb saw made a joyful noise, and the rest is history,? said Rick. More 
specifically, AnneMargaret declared that ?Rick was able to take out saplings and medium sized 
trees with the pole and chain saws.  We took down the darned invasive Bradford pear, cleared out 
many willow and water oak saplings (which are a dime a dozen on TEC land) and started on the 
oriental bittersweet vines (another invasive exotic) crawling up into the Deodar's canopy.?

At the end of three hours on Saturday, Rick noted that what they had was ?State's Exhibit A - a 
demonstration of what can be done by three retirees and a leader in three hours with modest tools 
(and zero from the treasury).? Nancy and Rick came back on Wednesday with farmhand Scott and 
a brush mower to clear out even more underbrush from around the stately cedar.

Car ing for  Creat ion



In addition to the Deodar Cedar, the group also found a fair amount of other plants to keep and 
shepherd into health and beauty. AnneMargaret noted that they found Carolina jessamine, cherry 
trees, young Deodars, an elm seedling, grape vines, and  were also kept.  I also flagged some holly 
bushes that are keepers. They also found a large colony of twin-flowered wintergreen/  pipsissewa 
and a colony of crane-fly orchids.

The end goal of for the stewardship of the church forest is to remove invasive exotics, husband 
native species, and create a series of ?rooms? in which people can sit, be, and listen.

Fil l  t he Box
The Marines Toys for Tots program is facing a devastating 
shortage of toys being dropped off in in-store and 
around-your-community collection boxes. So, Toys for Tots has 
launched a first-ever virtual "Fill the Box" Toy Drive to provide 
Christmas toys for America's less fortunate children.

Visi t toysfor totsbox.com to donate a toy. If  you 
have questions, emai l  Barbara Lawrence at 
blawrenc@ver izon.net



https://www.trinityfuquay.org/vanco-online
https://www.trinityfuquay.org/mobile-giving
https://www.trinityfuquay.org/text-giving


Sonnet  Sequence w it h Todd Truf f in

A Sonnet Sequence involves linking a series of sonnets together in varied 
degrees of complexity. The simplest type of sonnet sequence takes the last 
line of one sonnet and uses it as the first line of the next. John Donne, the 
17th century worldly rapscallion turned priest, wrote a sonnet sequence 
focused on Jesus?s life. This month, I gift you less of my talk and more of 
the poet. Here are ?Annunciation? and ?Nativity? by John Donne:

Salvation to all that will is nigh,

That All, which always is All everywhere,

Which cannot sin, and yet all sins must bear,

Which cannot die, yet cannot choose but die,

Lo, faithful Virgin, yields himself to lie

In prison, in thy womb; and though he there

Can take no sin, nor thou give, yet he'will wear

Taken from thence, flesh, which death's force may 
try.

Ere by the spheres time was created, thou

Wast in his mind, who is thy Son, and Brother,

Whom thou conceiv'st, conceiv'd; yea thou art now

Thy maker's maker, and thy Father's mother,

Thou hast light in dark; and shutst in little room,

Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb.

Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb,

Now leaves his welbelov'd imprisonment,

There he hath made himself to his intent

Weak enough, now into our world to come;

But Oh, for thee, for him, hath th'Inn no room?

Yet lay him in this stall, and from the Orient,

Stars, and wisemen will travel to prevent

Th'effect of Herod's jealous general doom;

Seest thou, my Soul, with thy faith's eyes, how he

Which fills all place, yet none holds him, doth lie?

Was not his pity towards thee wondrous high,

That would have need to be pitied by thee?

Kiss him, and with him into Egypt go,

With his kind mother, who partakes thy woe.

Donne is known for wordplay, and these poems are no exception. ?Annuncation? begins with 
rolling the idea of ?All? around. The third four lines wrestle with the metaphysical conundrum of 
Mary being the mother to her Creator. It almost turns into a comical ?I?m my own grandpa? bit 
before the final two lines re-center us on the immensity of Mary?s assent: immensity grows in her 
womb.

?Nativity? begins with that immensity and wonders at the humility of almighty God imprisoning 
himself in flesh. However, as Donne observes, in making Himself ?weak enough, now into our 
world to come,? our All also made Himself vulnerable. Donne?s focus on the wisemen ?from the 
Orient? is not the excitement of worship but rather that those wisemen must ?prevent /  th?effect of 
Herod?s jealous general doom.? Indeed, the poet wonders that the God who pitied us must now 
?have need to be pitied? by us as Mary and Joseph flee with Jesus into Egypt as Mary ?partakes thy 
woe.? This sequence seemed fitting for a trial year as 2020. It reminds us that our Savior also 
suffered as we do and that he can know how we feel. 



Services are available on our YouTube channel 
every Sunday Morning. Subscribe to TECFV on 
YouTube and view whenever you would like.

Join our Zoom Meeting to view the service and 
share fellowship with your Trinity Episcopal 
family.

10:05am: Join meeting, Greet and Chat

10:15am: The host will mute all microphones, and 
begin the service.

10:50am: Host will unmute microphones at the end of the service, and you can mingle in a virutal 
coffee hour.

Zoom Meeting information is sent out in each week's bulletin.

 Lessons are now available online at  
https://www.trinityfuquay.org/sunday-school

Grades 1 thru 6

Angier  Food Pant ry Needs:

Break fast  Cereal
Crackers
Cook ies
Rice

Donations can be left on the back pews in the church - 
enter by the front door.

Need an entry code?email srwarden@trinityfuquay.org

Sunday Worship

https://www.trinityfuquay.org/sunday-school


COME WORSHIP ONLINE THIS SUNDAY!

New Mem bers of  t he Daught ers of  t he King
The Ruth and Esther Chapter of The Order of the Daughters of the King® welcome our new 
members: Joyce Weir, Angela Norris,  and Edna Gaston! Please congratulate our new 
Daughters who have chosen to take a closer walk with the Lord and to know Jesus Christ while 
making Him known to others.

Prayer is an integral part of our daily life! Your contemplations, concerns, thanksgivings and 
celebrations can be prayed for daily. 

We know and trust that God hears all prayers: those that are spoken and those that are kept 
close to the heart. 

Email your prayer request to: prayerrequest@trinityfuquay.org 

All prayers are confidential and will stay on the list for 30 days, unless otherwise specified. 
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